year they carried 80 million passengers. Thus the Ger-
man State Post runs the greatest autoservice of all
Europe.
Most of these lines run regularly between towns and
villages where the railroad connections either do not
exist or leave something to he desired. But in addition to
these lines, the postal administration has arranged for
circular trips in almost all the larger German cities, as well
as for special excursion runs for parties, on Sundays and
holidays, and also during the tourist season to places of
interest or special scenic beauty. And how many there
are of these in Germany! He who has only seen the
country from the window of a railroad car has no con-
ception of its infinite beauties. At a price which does not
^gxceed that of a rout-seat-class railroad ticket for a corres-
ponding distance, he can ride up to the top of Thuringian
or Black Forest hills, along the winding, wildly romantic
mountain roads of the Bavarian Alps, into the ravines
and passes of the Riesengebirge, or along the sunny
shores of the legendary Rhine. He can ride into the very
heart of lonely and beautiful landscapes, where the car
halts for a certain time to allow its passengers to take a
sun-bath or to fill their lungs with the health - giving air
of the heights. Or he can leave the car at some dreamy
lake, towering old castle or primitive redroofed village
and hike off on a tramp of discovery.
In fine weather the cars run open, in case of cold
weather or rain, the traveller is perfectly protected. The
cars are run exclusively by tested drivers well-acquainted
with their route, and every traveller is automatically
insured against accidents.
The National Post Service also runs excursions of
several days' duration beyond the boundaries of Germany
into Switzerland, Czecho-Slovakia, Tyrol and Salzburg.
Such tours are always accompanied by a guide who is
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